For November 3, 2026 Commissioners Court meeting:
As of September 30, 2026, the first nine months of 2026, the helicopter has produced an excess of expenses over revenues of $1.1 million. From 2021-September 2026 its excess of expenses over revenues is over $5.5 million. And these excesses are actually significantly understated, because there are still many helicopter costs that are buried and obscured in ground EMS accounts, since the commissioners never mandated or desired that all of its costs be separately tracked or exposed to the public.  
On November 26, 2019, Brenham Banner Press ran a lengthy article which detailed how Judge Durrenberger, Commissioner Kirk Hanath, and EMS Director Kevin Deramus decided to commit this County to operation of a helicopter. Multiple promises were made, including “special attention to fiscal responsibility,” “requires no money and no additional dollars from taxpayers,” “zero required cost to the taxpayer,” ”importance of providing detailed and accurate information to the citizens,” ”reimbursement by REACH of any costs incurred in establishing and operating the helicopter rescue program.”  ALL promises made as to the structure, operations, costs, capabilities, participating parties, necessity for this helicopter, as set forth in this article were broken within a year of commencement of this program, and continue to be broken, with ever-increasing waste and misuse of taxpayer dollars.  
From 2019 through today, there have been for-profit helicopter ambulances with long histories of success, more qualified, with CAMTS certifications and multiple helicopters available throughout our area.  These companies wanted to talk to the Commissioners Court then, and now, about establishing a base in Brenham and servicing our area without the use of taxpayer dollars.  
Yet, in 2019, Kirk and Kevin were determined to promote their “dream” program that would allow us to “be like Travis County,” the only other Texas county with such a program. A 38,000-resident county cannot support what a 1.5 million-resident county can. But Kirk and Kevin were so proud of their plans for a “groundbreaking” program that they refused to consider any options other than their destined-to-fail experiment.  Its failure has been a fiscal disaster that has not been revealed to the public. And today, PHI desires to speak to the current commissioners about serving our community, which would allow us to terminate the waste and misuse of our taxes by a helicopter operation that never should have been entered into. Yet, the Commissioners Court has refused to meet with them to even hear and consider their proposal.  In light of all the above facts, I believe you, Judge and Commissioners, owe an answer to your constituents about your refusal to be transparent, accountable, and fiscally responsible. 
